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Each research begins with a clear delimitation of the purpose of the investigation, as this goes a long way to determine the research process or methodology adopted. In this respect, a researcher may choose to conduct basic research or applied research. Applied research is established on providing answers to specific
questions in an attempt to provide a solution to a defined problem. In this article, we will highlight the characteristics of this method of systematic investigation, as well as how it differs from other research approaches. What is applied research? Applied research is a type of research design that aims to solve a particular
problem or provide innovative solutions to problems that affect a person, group or society. It is often referred to as a scientific method of research or contract research, as it involves the practical application of scientific methods to everyday problems. When conducting applied research, the researcher takes care to identify
a problem, develop a research hypothesis and go on to test these hypotheses through an experiment. In many cases, this research approach uses empirical methods to solve practical problems. Applied research is sometimes considered to be a non-systematic investigation because of its direct approach to finding a
solution to a problem. This is usually a follow-up research project that further investigates the findings of pure or basic research in order to validate these findings and apply them to create innovative solutions. Types of applied researchThere are 3 types of applied research. These are evaluation research, research and
development, and action research. Evaluation research is a type of applied research that analyses existing information on a research subject in order to achieve objective research results or to make informed decisions. This type of applied research is mainly applied in business contexts, for example, an organisation may
adopt evaluation research to determine how to reduce overall costs. Research and development is a type of applied research that focuses on the development of new products and services based on the needs of target markets. It focuses on gathering information about marketing needs and finding ways to improve an
existing product or create new products that meet identified needs. Action research is a type of applied, which is set on providing practical solutions to specific business problems by indicating the business in the right directions. Usually, action research is a reflective research process that is limited to specific and
situational contexts. Examples of applied research Applied research is relevant in different different study; in particular in the field of science and social sciences. Examples of applied research can be seen in medicine, education, business, engineering, psychology and health, and these would be explained below.
Example of research applied in BusinessApplied research is used in business to build knowledge and develop product solutions. This allows organisations to identify the specific needs of target markets, and this would help them create different business strategies that enable them to meet those needs. In addition,
conducting contractual research would help business owners to get insightful feedback on product gaps that could otherwise be ignored. This is a great way to get first-hand information on target market reactions that can inform brand decisions. Applied research also helps employers identify and address the productivity
needs of their workforce. For example, an organization may conduct applied research to measure the effectiveness of its recruitment practices or organizational structure. ExamplesApplied research to improve the hiring process of an organization. Applied research to improve efficiency in the workplace and
organisational policies. Research applied to reduce skill gaps in the workplace. Examples of applied research in education In education, applied research is used to test pedagogical processes to discover the best teaching and learning methods. It is also used to test educational policies before implementation and to
address various issues associated with teaching paradigms and class dynamics for a better learning experience. Applied educational research attempts to solve a problem by collecting data from primary sources using a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods of data collection. This data serves as empirical
evidence which is then subjected to rigorous analysis and descriptions in order to reach valid conclusions. The purpose of this research methodology is to determine the applicability of educational theory and principles by subjecting hypotheses to experimentation within specific frameworks. Applied research in education
is also more utilitarian, as it gathers practical evidence that can inform pragmatic solutions to problems. Characteristics of applied research in education It clearly highlights generalisations and hypotheses that inform the results of the research. It's based on empirical evidence. It is set to provide solutions to a defined
problem. Precise observation and description is required. ExamplesA study on how to improve classroom engagements of teachers and students. A study on how to availability of a school for its pupils. A study to build students' interests in mathematics. Example of research applied in scienceIn itself, applied research is a
scientific method of investigation, as it applies existing scientific knowledge to practical situations. It is useful in various fields, including thermodynamics, physics, materials Microbiology. Examples of applied research in science include the following: ExamplesOf applied research to improve the production of agricultural
cropsApplied research to treat or cure a particular disease. Examples of applied research in psychology There are various reasons why psychologists would make use of applied research in the course of their work. In many cases, industrial psychologists concerned with workplace behavior, human resources and
organizational development combine psychological principles with applied research to provide solutions. Examples of applied research in psychology include: Applied research to improve workplace engagement by reaching practical work-motivation strategies. Investigate treatment and management options for anxiety
and panic attacks. Investigate factors that improve workers' productivity. An example of applied research in the field of health in the field of health and medical sciences, applied research serves as a background for evidence-based and solution-oriented medicine. It effectively combines scientific knowledge and methods
with health experiences to achieve accurate and verifiable results; using empirical research data or evidence. Adaptation of applied research to medicine is called applied clinical research. Many doctors and physicians use applied research to measure the extent to which the results of basic or pure research can be
adopted or modified in a solution-oriented approach. Examples of applied health research include: An investigation to identify the healing properties of a specific herb. An investigation to identify the side effects of using a particular drug. METHODS OF RESEARCH APPLICATED qualified and quantitative data collection
methods are used in applied research to collect empirical evidence that is further subject to experiments to achieve valid research results. The following are methods of data collection in applied research:An interview is a qualitative method of data collection involving a one-on-one interaction or discussion with research
subjects to collect relevant information that can serve as empirical data. It can be done with the help of an audio recorder, digital camera or video camera. While it is time-consuming and costly, interviews allow the researcher to gather the most relevant data that gives him in-depth knowledge of research topics. An
interview can be structured, semi-structured or unstructured; depending on the purpose of the research. A questionnaire is a tool that is usually used for quantitative data collection. It presents a number of questions related to the context of the research and asks the research subjects to choose or reflect their knowledge
and experiences. There are different types of questions that can be contained in a questionnaire, including questions on the evaluation scale, close and open questions and fixed alternatives. You can create and manage survey using data collection platforms, would be Formplus. You can also start choosing from more
than 200 online questionnaire/questionnaire templates. Here's a step-by-step guide to creating and running questionnaires for applied research using FormplusSign in to Formplus Conduct Surveys with Formplus In the Formplus builder, you can easily create different questionnaires for applied research by dragging and
dropping your favorite fields on the form. To access the Formplus generator, you will need to create an account on Formplus. After you do this, sign in to your account and click Create Form to get started. Edit Form TitleClick on the field provided to enter the form title, for example, Applied Research Questionnaire. Edit
Form Click the edit button to edit form.i. Add Fields: Drag and drop your favorite form fields into the form in the Formplus ConstructOr Entries column. There are several field entry options for questionnaires in the Formplus generator. ii. Edit fields. Click Saveiv. Preview the form. Customize FormWith the form
customization options in the form generator, you can easily improve the appearance of the questionnaire and make it more unique and personalized. Formplus lets you change the form theme, add wallpapers, and even change the font based on your needs. Multi-sharing optionsFormplus also offers several form sharing
options that allow you to easily share your questionnaire with respondents. With the direct social media sharing buttons, you can quickly share the link to the research questionnaire applied to your organization's social media pages. You can send the questionnaire as email invitations to research subjects. Formplus also
allows you to share the form's QR code or embed it on your organization's website for easy access. The process of collecting useful information about a research topic that can be used for further research. This can be done through non-profit reports, newspapers, website articles and hospital records. Helps you collect
relevant data that results in more insightful decisions. However, it is susceptible to bias because the information can be slightly exaggerated by the individual or data collection group. A type of method of data collection in applied research that requires the researcher to pay particular attention to a subject(s) in order to
collect useful information about it. Although prejudices may arise with this method, observation is widely regarded as a universally accepted research practice. Observation helps the researcher to collect empirical data and thus is the starting point for formulating a hypothesis. different observation techniques, including full
observer, full participant, participant as observer and observer as participant. A working group is a type of qualitative data collection process that allows the researcher to gather information about the disposition, feelings and opinions of the research subjects about a Problem. Here, the researcher hires a group of 6-10
people with a series of open questions in order to gather feedback about their emotional disposition to the problem at hand. This method is cost-effective compared to one-on-one interviews, and the information obtained is insightful and detailed. is different research applied to basic research? Applied research and basic
research are common research methods based on purpose or utility. However, there are key differences between these 2 research approaches and they would be clearly presented below: Applied research is a type of research aimed at the practical application of science in order to solve practical problems. On the other
hand, basic research is a type of research that aims to expand knowledge rather than solve problems. Basic research is theoretical, while applied research is practical and descriptive. Basic research explores and generates theories that can be abstract while research tests applied these theories to solve a problem.
Basic research is universal, while applied research is limited. Basic research can focus on diverse or multiple contexts, while applied research focuses on specific contexts in order to provide a solution to an identified problem. Applied research focuses on providing answers or solutions to a particular research question,
while basic research focuses on several concepts at the same time in its quest to expand knowledge. Applied research pays attention to external validity, while basic research focuses more on internal validity. The characteristics of applied research Applied research is solution specific and addresses practical problems.
Unlike basic research aimed at theorizing and expanding knowledge, applied research focuses on addressing a particular problem using a range of science-based approaches. The applied research is descriptive in nature, as it reaches solutions by experimenting on empirical evidence and describing the results of the
research. Typically, research tests applied theories have come to pure research in order to determine the usefulness of these theories in solving practical problems. It describes the relationship between research variables by measuring the characteristics of dependent and independent variables. Applied research is
based on empirical evidence to achieve valid research results. It is not theoretical and is not directly concerned with the expansion of knowledge. Applied research is synthetic in nature. It aims to reduce social problems cost-effectively. Applied research is action-oriented. Advantages of applied researchValidity: Applied
research is impartial in nature because empirical evidence to achieve valid research results. It carefully uses mapped procedures, and this makes it a more valid research approach. It is useful in solving specific problems. Helps individuals and organisations solutions to specific problems. The disadvantages of applied
research is not flexible in nature because it is limited to a set deadline. Applied research is limited in nature and cannot be generalised. In other words, the results of the applied research cannot be generalised. Conclusion Applied research is an important approach to research, as it helps organizations reach practical
solutions to specific problems, while improving their productivity and production. Unlike basic research that focuses on generating theories that explain phenomena, applied research pays attention to the description of empirical evidence in order to provide solutions. In carrying out the applied research, the researcher
combines a number of qualitative and quantitative methods of data collection, including questionnaires, observation methods and interviews. This helps the researcher to gather empirical evidence, which is then subjected to experimentation according to the type of research applied and the overall focus. Create online
surveys with Formplus Formplus
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